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Press Release

UN Convention on Biological Diversity Ignores Indigenous Peoples' Rights to

Genetic Resources and Knowledge

(Ggneva, Switzerlald) Reprcsentatives lrom Indigenous tights orga izations, express grave concem with

the on-going negotiations;f parti€s to the UN Convention as they elabomte and negotiat€ an intemational

regime on access and benefit shating from the comm€rcial exploitalion of genetic resources and

r;ditional knowledge. Indigenous peoples hold inherent and paramount nghts of over much of the

subject matter, specifically g€netic lesources and Indigenous knowledge, under negotiation in the CBD'

and such rights have been recognized in intemationa! human rights law, to which Parties are obliged to

uphold.

Such rights have be€n clearly articulated in the United Nations Declaration on Indigenous P€oples'

Righis,lafticularly Article 26, which recognizes ourownership over and right to control the use of

geietic resources originating in our tenitories, lands, and waters. It is now time for the Coflvention on

Biological Divenity to advance from 1992 to 2008. Our rights as peoPles are acceptect as cusrcrnary

inremiional law. Accordingly, the CBD must be interpreted and implem€nted in accordance with this

body of international human riShts law.

As the rights holders to the traditional knowledge and genetic resources originating in our lands and

tenitoriei we will continue to delend our fundameltal humal right of self-determination under

intemational law and the mnesponding right of pemanent sovereignty over natum! resources These

rights form the basis upon which lndigenotrs peoples asset our propdetary' inherent, and inalienable

rights over our Indigenous knowledge artd natuml resources' including genetic resources'

IndigenouspeoPlesbelievethediscussionsonanintemationalregimeforaccessandbenefitsharingalea
thin-disguisi foi the exploitation of genetic resources and tmditional knowledge in the oame of fair ard

equitabie sharing of benefits. We are renewing our call to lndigenous peoples to asselt their legal and

h;man rights to prctect their resources and knowledge by all possible means. Their rights are not going to

be rccognized or rcsp€cted here at the CBD.
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Endorsing Organizations & Contacts:
. indiginous Peoples Courcil on Biocolonialism (UsA) (D€bn Harry - dhany@ipcb org)
. Int€;atioinl Indian Treaty Council (Estebancio Castro Diaz - estebancio@Eeatycounci I org)
. Pacific Indigenous Peopl€s Environment Coalition (PIPEC) (Matia'talakai - naliaialakai@gmail com)
. lntin Amedcan and Csribb€an Rogional Indigenous Caucus (Mar;a Eugenia Choque -

choquelT@Irotnail.com)
. Foundation for th€ Promotion oflndigenous Knonledg€ (tnasardule@gnail corni
. Parakuiyo Pastoralists Indigenous Communily (Adam Ole Mwaaburu)
. Abya Y;la Indigenols Women's Nenvork on Biodiv ersit (Florina top€z - kuna 09 @ homail conr)
. Asociaain IXACAVAA (Ester Camac - ecamac@gmail com)


